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Memo of the on-line meeting of the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter 
(27 August 2020) 

A working meeting of the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter was held on 27 August 2020 as an online meeting. The list of 
participants is contained in Annex 1.  

The aim of the Meeting was to share information on latest outcomes of HELCOM meetings of relevance for the 
network and discuss and agree on the envisaged input from the EN - Marine Litter to autumn meetings. 

Outcomes of HELCOM meetings of relevance for the network  

PRESSURE 12-2020 (21-24 April 2020, online) 
The Meeting took note that the Twelfth Meeting of the HELCOM Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the 
Baltic Sea Catchment Area (PRESSURE 12-2020) was held online on 21-24 April 2020. The Meeting took note that 
PRESSURE 12-2020 considered the following issues on marine litter (Outcome of PRESSURE 12-2020, para. 7.1-7.33): 

− updated HELCOM Recommendation on storm water management (Rec. 23-5) (document 7-2):  
• the meeting welcomed the draft and took note of proposals to further advance the document, in 

particular: (i) to address environmentally friendly practices to manage street cleaning snow to prevent 
releasing of litter in the marine environment and (ii) to include ponds and wetlands as measures to 
prevent microliter to enter marine environment. The meeting invited Finland and CCB respectively 
to provide concrete proposals on the text to be included in the draft Recommendation to reflect the 
above-mentioned issues; 

• the meeting took note that Germany and Russia have obtained experts’ review of the draft 
Recommendation and that the reviews will be provided in written to the Secretariat. The meeting 
agreed that written proposals to update the draft Recommendation will be supplied to the Secretariat 
by 29 May 2020 and requested the Secretariat to further elaborate the draft based on these proposals; 

• the meeting further agreed that the updated draft will be scrutinised at the Workshop proposed to 
be arrange back-to-back with PRESSURE 13-2020 and that PRESSURE 13-2020 will consider the draft, 
taking into account the recommendations by the workshop with the intention to submit the 
document to HOD 59-2020 for endorsement.  

− way forward for the proposed new actions to address abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear 
(ALDFG) (document 7-5): Poland currently does not have sufficient resources to take the actions proposed in 
the document. WWF Poland has contacted the Secretariat to indicate their willingness to be involved in the 
further development of the proposed actions. The meeting in general supported the proposed actions and 
agreed to invite countries to provide comments to the way forward on the proposed new actions by 15 of 
May 2020 to the Secretariat. The meeting proposed to include this theme in the agenda of the workshop 
proposed to be held in autumn 2020 back-to-back with PRESSURE 13-2020.  

− EPS and XPS: the meeting agreed on the four actions to be prioritized to reduce releases of expanded and 
extruded polystyrene (EPS and XPS) to the environment as agreed by WS RAP ML 4-2019 (document 7-7), 
discussed HELCOM tools to address the proposed actions and agreed to invite countries to consider their 
national position in relation to the work towards including relevant actions on EPS/XPS in a revised RAP ML 
or to work towards a HELCOM recommendation including relevant actions on EPS, and inform Denmark and 
the Secretariat by 15 May 2020 accordingly. 

− policy brief on disposal of End of Life Boats (ELB) (document 7-8, 7-8-Rev.1): the meeting discussed further 
steps to develop a regional approach to address the disposal of ELB in the Baltic Sea and agreed that as the 
first step a consensus on the HELCOM policy message regarding the issue has to be achieved. Countries were 
invited to express national positions in relation to the message contained in the Policy Brief by 15 May 2020 
and inform Finland and the Secretariat accordingly. In their position, countries are invited to specify and 
substantiate points of disagreement and provide concrete formulations of alternative solution to include in 
the policy brief. The meeting further agreed to submit the policy brief to HOD 58-2020 for approval, if a 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2012-2020.pdf
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common position is achieved. If consensus is not reached, further work will be needed, and discussion will 
continue at PRESSURE 13-2020. 

− analysis of the degree of the marine environment pollution by wastes flowing down the rivers to the sea, 
including sanitary waste (document 7-11): the meeting considered how the original full report (document 7-
11, Attachment 1) based on previous data could be properly updated and took note of several views and 
agreed to focus further work on the report on the magnitude of sanitary waste in the region and suitable 
measures for prevention and reduction to consider revision of the scope of this action as part of the update 
of the RAP ML. The meeting agreed to invite countries to provide input to the report by 12 June 2020 to the 
Secretariat. The meeting further agreed to invite the Secretariat to communicate with Poland for further 
work on this action, including communication on the matter of harmonised monitoring of riverine inputs in 
general with river basin management authorities (document 7-11, Attachment 2).  

− landfills or dumpsites which may eventually pose a risk to the marine environment (action RL14): the 
meeting took note of the information from the Secretariat on the state of action related to landfills, under the 
leadership of Estonia, which may eventually pose a risk to the marine environment and that there had been 
no reviews of information on that landfills supplied. Poland has collected information on landfills and needs 
some time to process it before reporting. The meeting reiterated the request to provide information and 
requested the Secretariat to circulate the invitation to the group. Meanwhile, the meeting agreed that the 
action is not accomplished yet.  

- dolly ropes: the meeting agreed that RAP ML action RS9 on dolly rope can be considered accomplished since 
dolly ropes are not used in the Baltic Sea (document 7-6). 

- RAP ML follow-up table: the meeting took note that the RAP ML follow-up table will be used as background 
information to evaluate the implementation of the RAP ML (document 7-3) and agreed that it will be updated 
via correspondence after PRESSURE 12-2020. The meeting requested the Secretariat to update the table with 
the input from this meeting and invited countries to provide input on their latest activities by 14 August 2020 
to the Secretariat, when the table will be made available on the HELCOM website. 

- update of the HELCOM RAP ML in 2021 (document 7-4): the meeting agreed in principle to update the Action 
Plan pending study reservation by Denmark to be clarified by 8 May 2020. The meeting supported a thorough 
evaluation of the RAP ML implementation as the first step of the update process (e.g. why work on some 
actions has not been initiated, whether this is due to lack of relevance or resources) and the use of the 
upcoming BSAP UP workshop on hazardous substances and litter as well as the proposed workshop on 
implementation of the RAP ML to discuss the evaluation and also consider new measures proposed for 
inclusion to the updated RAP ML and the BSAP update. The meeting was of the view that the update of the 
RAP ML needs participation of all HELCOM countries, and that further discussion is needed in relation to 
resources needs for the drafting process. The meeting was informed that EN-Litter still lacks a chair. 

− workshop on the implementation of the RAP ML: the meeting agreed on the provisional themes for the 
workshop to be: the evaluation of the implementation of the RAP ML and its revision, the revision of HELCOM 
Recommendation 23/5, the way forward on the proposed measures to address ALDFG (document 7-5 to this 
Meeting) and waste management related actions (actions RL1-RL3 in the RAP ML). 

The Meeting took note that input on the updated draft of the HELCOM Recommendation on storm water management 
has been provided by Finland and Russia, and that Sweden indicated that they do not have additional comments. 

The Meeting took note that Finland and Russia have provided updated information to the RAP ML follow-up table.  

The Meeting took note that Denmark lifted their study reservation on the update of the HELCOM RAP ML in 2021. 

The Meeting took note that Denmark supported the way forward on the proposed new ALDFG actions and that WWF 
Poland had also provided suggestions on the proposed way forward.  

The Meeting took note that regarding the national position in relation to the message contained in the End of Life 
Boats Policy Brief, Denmark supported the "suggestions for solutions" number 2, 3 and 4, but not number 1. There is 
a boat registry in Denmark, but in 2018 the smaller leisure boats were actually taken out of the registry (below 20 BT). 
This was partly due to different legal obstacles such as liability issues. Furthermore, the requirement of CE labelling of 
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boats came into force in 1998 and therefore boats older than this can probably not be identified. If this is the case, 
then a register would not help solve the present problem with old boats. On the same issue, Sweden indicated that 
they could agree to the points 2-4. In regard to point 1 and although Sweden see some merit in the issue of a register 
on leisure crafts, they cannot support it for the time being. 

The Meeting took note that Poland and Sweden have provided their views on further work on EPS/XPS actions. Poland 
indicated their preference to include relevant actions on EPS/XPS in a revised RAP ML. As regards the proposed steps 
for the implementation of priority actions to reduce EPS and XPS emissions to the environment (document 7.7), Poland 
supported the industry's proposals (expressed among others by Plastics Europe), and was of the opinion that as long 
as there are no standards developed, the principles of Operation Clean Sweep should be kept in the form of good 
practices (voluntary basis) that would be promoted and at this stage and should not be implemented as mandatory 
standards. Including relevant actions on EPS/XPS in a revised RAP ML will enable the development of regional 
standards taking into account, inter alia, the principles of Operation Clean Sweep. Sweden is in favour of working 
towards a HELCOM recommendation including relevant actions on EPS/XPS. In regard to the specific action “improve 
collection and recycling of EPS/XPS” it might be most effective to address certain sectors like for example construction 
and demolition sites. However, Sweden think that the appropriate treatment of the collected EPS/XPS needs to be 
assessed initially. 

HELCOM BSAP UP WS-HZ 2020 (24-25 August 2020, online) 
The Meeting took note that the HELCOM BSAP UP workshop on hazardous substances and litter for the consideration 
of proposed new actions (HELCOM BSAP UP WS-HZ 2020) was held online on 24-25 August 2020. The Meeting took 
note that the notes of the workshop have not been published yet, but that they will be shared with the network as 
soon as they are available.  

The session focused on litter was held on 25 August and was attended by 35 participants. All Contracting Parties, 
except for EU, as well as Observers from EBA, CLIA Europe, WWW Finland, WWF Poland, OSPAR Commission, FEAP, 
KIMO International and EurEau, took part in the session. The session was moderated by Ms. Lone Søderberg, Ministry 
of Environment and Food, Denmark. 

The HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan adopted in 2007 is currently being updated and the updated BSAP is to be adopted 
in autumn 2021. To support the selection of new measures and actions for the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan, an 
invitation to submit synopses on potential new HELCOM actions was put forward in spring 2019 to the Contracting 
Parties, HELCOM subsidiary bodies, international projects and HELCOM Observers. The aim of the workshop was to 
evaluate proposed new actions for the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan. In addition, the revision of the HELCOM RAP 
ML is scheduled simultaneously with the ongoing update of the HELCOM BSAP. In this respect, HOD 57-2020 decided 
that documents that are adopted alongside the updated BSAP, e.g. HELCOM Recommendations, roadmaps, topic 
specific action plans etc., will remain as separate documents and not merged with the main BSAP document. However, 
updated BSAP should include strategic decisions and central points from the action plans and that they could be 
adopted in the revised Action Plan on marine litter. In order to assure coherence of the two documents, in addition to 
the common task of the BSAP UP workshops the session on marine litter was tasked to initiate the discussion on the 
update of the RAP ML. Particularly, the workshop was to consider whether measures proposed for the BSAP are more 
suitable for the RAP ML. 

The Meeting took note of some impressions from participants to the session attending the Meeting as follows:  

− most of the proposed synopsis were supported and required clarification was provided as well as evaluation 
of the effectiveness of the proposed measures; 

− a diversity of opinions was expressed on how to divide actions between the revised RAP ML and the BSAP 
update;  

− ALDFG and SUP items were proposed to be included as strategic decisions and central points for inclusion in 
the BSAP update; 

− there might be general proposals related to plastic pellets and litter on the seabed. The problems associated 
of ship accidents in relation to plastic pellets was highlighted; 
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− the lack of concrete regional targets with regard to marine litter was pointed out and that the result of the 
SOM analysis could be used to identify these targets as well as EU ongoing processes in relation to the 
establishment of a threshold value for beach litter;  

− the possibility to investigate to phase out fish bates made of soft plastic in cooperation with OSPAR was raised; 
− industrial packaging as being not sufficiently addressed in the current HELCOM frame and the need of more 

concrete measures.  
STATE & CONSERVATION 12-2020 (11-14 May 2020, online) 
The Meeting took note that the Twelfth Meeting of the Working Group on the State of the Environment and Nature 
Conservation (STATE & CONSERVATION 12-2020) was held online on 11-14 May 2020. The Meeting took note that 
STATE & CONSERVATION 12-2020 considered the following issues on marine litter (Outcome of STATE & 
CONSERVATION 12-2020, para. 4J.11-4J.22, 4J.40): 

- The meeting took note of the plans for further work on the HELCOM beach litter indicator (document 4J-11), 
discussed the proposed scenarios towards a harmonized Baltic Sea wide monitoring and assessment of beach 
litter and agreed to choose the scenario C.  

- The meeting agreed on the need for countries to update information on their national monitoring 
programmes (e.g. number of stations, type of stations, monitoring frequency) as contained in the HELCOM 
monitoring sub-programme of beach litter. 

- The meeting discussed the issue of a common database to host HELCOM beach litter monitoring data and 
agreed on the use of an existing database for the purpose. The meeting invited the EN-Marine Litter to 
consider which database would best fit HELCOM purposes (e.g. EMODnet or ICES DOME databases), 
including financial resource implications and long-term continuation of the database, so that the discussion 
on the topic can continue at STATE&CONSERVATION 13-2020. The meeting took note that EU encourages 
harmonisation with the ongoing work of TG Litter, and, if needed, communication between the EN-Marine 
Litter and EMODnet to support hosting of beach litter data. The EU further advised that a European baseline 
for beach litter had been adopted for MSFD purposes and that a Joint list of litter items had been adopted to 
promote standardised data collection in the future.  

- In relation to the assessment of the beach litter indicator within HOLAS III, the meeting invited the EN-Marine 
Litter to provide recommendations on use of assessment scale and trends in HOLAS III for State and 
Conservation to consider. The meeting further invited the network to consider the threshold value for this 
indicator once established at EU level.  

- The meeting approved that the section on beach litter in the marine litter indicator development workplan is 
updated based on the decisions made by the Meeting.  

- The meeting took note of further work on the HELCOM microlitter indicator (document 4J-18), discussed the 
matrix (e.g. water column and/or sediment) to be used for further development of the HELCOM microlitter 
indicator and agreed that the further development of an indicator on microlitter should cover both matrices 
(e.g. water column and sediment) as far as data are available. EU clarified that Commission Decision 
2017/848/EU requires monitoring of microlitter in the surface layer of the water column and in the seabed 
sediment, and that it may additionally be monitored on the coastline. 

- The meeting encouraged close cooperation between EN-Marine Litter and OSPAR ICG ML in relation to 
OSPAR’s developments on the microlitter in sediments indicator.  

- The meeting encouraged countries to provide input to the information contained in document 4J-18 and 
inform the Secretariat accordingly. 

- The meeting encouraged countries to support the lead and co-lead countries on the further development of 
the microlitter indicator.  

- The meeting approved that the section on microlitter in the marine litter indicator development workplan 
is updated based on the decisions made by the Meeting. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%2012-2020-740/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20STATE%20AND%20CONSERVATION%2012-2020-Rev.1.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%2012-2020-740/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20STATE%20AND%20CONSERVATION%2012-2020-Rev.1.pdf
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- The Meeting welcomed that Denmark has confirmed that they continue as lead on the indicator seafloor 
litter. 

The Meeting took note of the revision of the litter monitoring programmes as part of the ongoing revision process of 
the HELCOM Monitoring Manual, which is pending countries final approval by 1 September 2020.  

EU TG Litter meeting (11-12 June 2020, online) 
The Meeting took note that an online Meeting of the MSFD Technical Group on Marine Litter was held on 11-12 June 
2020. The Meeting took note that the meeting considered the following issues on marine litter (draft minutes of the 
Meeting): 

− latest EU developments: ongoing work specifically in relation to fishing gear; work is on-going on circular 
design for FG: standards will be provided by end of this year. 

− Regional Seas Conventions: which included a presentation on the work conducted in the Baltic Sea.  
− Monitoring guidance review: the general roadmap for all chapters until finalization of the guidance by 

December 2020 was shared, together with specific roadmap for the different chapters (beach litter, floating 
litter, seafloor litter, entanglement and ingestion, microliter, as well as the joint list of litter categories). TG 
ML agreed that the RSCs need to be involved in the revision of the guidance document as close collaboration 
with RSCs is important to ensure compatibility and to avoid double work. Feedback was asked to the RSCs 
on the use of the joint litter category list. HELCOM and BSC confirmed the importance of the list, and their 
willingness for support. OSPAR and MEDPOL to be further confirmed. 

− MSFD D10 Monitoring programs reporting: EEA informed on the 2020 reporting on monitoring programmes 
(Art. 11) (official reporting 15 July – 20 October 2020).  

− Beach baseline data: MS have been invited to send beach monitoring data (2017-2018, if possible 2019) to 
start the beach data analysis 2017+ (missing countries are urged to send their data soon). Discussions on the 
best way to use EEA Marine Litterwatch data for MSFD are ongoing. discussions between EEA, DG ENV; DG 
MARE + DG JRC are planned, there is interest to make data from MLW available to MS/TG ML and to enable 
the use of MLW for MSFD monitoring and in related RSCs. 

− Beach litter threshold: the technical discussions in the TG ML are concluded and the proposal has been 
submitted to MSCG. The rationale for the pragmatic use of 20 items/100 m (15th percentile value at EU level) 
considering uncertainties in the baseline dataset for the 10th percentile value (13 items/100 m) and the related 
assessment value for beach litter thresholds has been explained. Beach litter threshold report will be discussed 
at next MSCG. Adoption will go through a written process, afterwards. 

− Seafloor baseline data: the applicability of the litteR Analyst software (as used for beach litter) will be tested 
for seafloor data in autumn 2020 (Willem van Loon). 

− Seafloor litter thresholds: agreement on timeline process needed, to be discussed in core group (start 
expected still in 2020, running 2021-22). 

− Entanglement/Ingestion thresholds: First draft TV for marine litter impact criteria to be shared with TG ML 
after TG ML online meeting. Timing of the rest of the process tbd.  

− Micro-litter baselines: agreed to start collecting data for micro-litter in order to prepare the establishing of 
baselines to support the implementation of MSFD D10C2. First preparatory steps include the collection of 
(sample) data, analysis of data structure and content types. Data template available through EMODnet 
(following chemical contaminants approach). Structured process will be launched by TG ML for collection of 
data on water & sediment + preparation of data ingestion through EMODnet chemistry module.  

− Marine Litter Data Management – EMODNET: EMODnet (DG MARE) is well established and the Chemistry 
Portal (OGS, Trieste, Italy) has been instrumental in achieving litter data compilation, analysis and database 
set-up. EMODnet is working on beach, surface, seafloor and micro-litter data. A template for floating micro-
litter will be shared. Information on validation process (QA/QR) used by EMODnet will be shared, as well as 
some more details on the further treatment of data done by EMODnet. EMODnet confirms the possibility 
to filter at different levels (country, RSCs) for data analysis. EMODNET explains that for seafloor litter they 
are currently directly downloading data from DATRAS, but that further explanations may be asked to 
increase the quality. 

− Reporting of MSFD programs of measures: DG ENV recommended that MS should address micro-litter 
better, prevent/identify and tackle pollution hot spots, identify targeted measures in view of upcoming 
potential actions, link monitoring with potential measures (example of pellets given). By 2022, MS need to 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/pages/viewpage.action?spaceKey=TGML&title=On-line+Meeting+June+2020+-+Minutes
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/pages/viewpage.action?spaceKey=TGML&title=On-line+Meeting+June+2020+-+Minutes
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provide an update of POM and exception paying attention to the effectiveness of measures regarding impact 
of marine litter, justification of exceptions, interregional cooperation. 

− Measures against Marine Litter – Role of TG ML: which included a presentation on the work conducted in the 
Baltic Sea (RAP ML). An online meeting will be set up with the RSCs and the EC to discuss the potential role 
of TG ML as a platform to discuss/evaluate measures against ML. Some initial ideas were raised (e.g. 
orchestrated EU approach to make knowledge available, comprehensive overview on working results per 
theme on different levels, database on measures, providing concrete outcomes, evidence-based approach).  

− Linking monitoring and measures: JRC confirmed that linking the work on monitoring, baselines and 
thresholds, etc. with the requirements for measures will be further tackled in TG ML. Examples are the link 
between the TG ML Top Beach Litter Items, the Beach Baselines and the Directive on the Reduction of the 
impact by certain plastic products 2019/904/EU. Others may be e.g. plastic pre-production pellets. 

− Physical TG ML meeting tentatively planned in Croatia (Split, 27-29/10/2020) – Evaluation of feasibility 
(related to potential travel restrictions due to COVID19) after summer, as an alternative an on-line meeting 
will be organised.  

HOD 58-2020 (9-10 June 2020, online) 
The Meeting took note that the 58th Meeting of the HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD 58-2020) was held online on 
9-10 June 2020. The Meeting took note that HOD 58-2020 considered the following issues on marine litter (Outcome 
of HOD 58-2020, para. 5.33 and 5.34): 

− The meeting supported the proposal by PRESSURE 12-2020 to update the HELCOM Regional Action Plan on 
Marine Litter (RAP ML) and the proposed revision process including the BSAP workshop on hazardous 
substances and litter as a starting point, with further continuation of the discussion projected for the Fifth 
Workshop on implementation of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (WS RAP ML 5-2020).  

− The meeting approved that the WS RAP ML 5-2020 will be held back-to-back with PRESSURE 132020 on 12 
October 2020 in Helsinki, Finland.  

Input from the network to the upcoming meetings  
The Meeting took note that the envisaged deadline for submission of documents to the upcoming WS RAP ML 5-2020 
is 28 September 2020 and invited countries to provide relevant documentation in relation to the following topics 
under consideration in the workshop:  

− evaluation of the implementation of the RAP ML and its revision in 2021; 
− revision of HELCOM Recommendation 23/5; 
− way forward on the measures to address ALDFG; 
− waste management related actions; 
− regional targets and identified gaps with regard to marine litter in the BSAP update.  

The Meeting encouraged countries to provide updated information on their activities in relation to the implementation 
of the reginal actions within the Regional Action Plan, as well as on the voluntary national actions. This information is 
to be used for drafting a document on the evaluation of the Action Plan to be submitted to the WS RAP ML 5-2020 for 
consideration. Such information is to be provided to the Secretariat (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) by 14 September 2020 as 
follows: 

− On regional actions by providing additional updated information (Finland and Russia already did) to the follow 
up table on the implementation of the RAP ML as available here; 

− On voluntary national actions by adapting the OSPAR template done for the purpose as kindly provided by 
Sweden (to be circulated by the Secretariat asap); 

The Meeting took note that the envisaged deadline for submission of decision documents to PRESSURE 13-2020 is 22 
September 2020, and 6 October 2020 for information documents and reiterated the invitation to countries to provide 
relevant documentation as indicated in the Outcome of PRESSURE 12-2020, and annotations to PRESSURE 13-2020 
once available. 

The Meeting took note that the deadline for submission of decision documents to STATE & CONSERVATION 13-2020 
is 9 September, and 28 September 2020 for information documents. The Meeting discussed the submission of a 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2058-2020-738/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2058-2020.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2058-2020-738/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2058-2020.pdf
mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Implementing-the-Regional-Action-Plan_5_12_2019.xlsx
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document by the EN-Marine Litter addressing the issue of a common database to host HELCOM beach litter monitoring 
data as well as recommendations on the assessment scale to use in HOLAS III and agreed as follows: 

− Final recommendation on the assessment scale is to be provided based on available data. However, the 
preliminary recommendation is to use scale 2 including an assessment by different types of beaches.  

− To reconsider the current definition of the different types of beaches, as contained in the HELCOM monitoring 
guidelines for beach litter: 

• urban: artificially created environment in an urban setting which simulates a public beachfront, 
through the use of sand, beach umbrellas, and seating elements.  

• rural: beaches located outside the urban environment; not readily accessible by public transport and 
have virtually no facilities.  

• peri-urban: beaches with (many) visitors but which are not in or very close to a city. 

Countries are invited to provide comments to the definitions to the Secretariat (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) by 30 
September 2020. The Secretariat will then circulate the proposals received to the network aiming at coming 
to a common understanding at the next meeting of the network.  

− Denmark is invited to confirm whether their “reference beaches” can be categorized as “rural beaches”.  
− Denmark together with Germany and Sweden, assisted by the Secretariat, to prepare the section addressing 

the issue of a common database to host HELCOM beach litter monitoring data (EMODNET or ICES DOME) in 
the document to be submitted to STATE & CONSERVATION 13-2020 on 9 September by the network. For that 
purpose of drafting the document, the following issues raised by the Meeting will be taken into account:  

• to clarify whether the geographical scale would cover the whole Baltic Sea;  
• economic costs of adding HELCOM data;  
• possibility to add historical data (previous to 2015);  
• to clarify the long-term status of the database; 
• to clarify whether the structure of the database satisfies HELCOM needs; 
• to clarify the usability of the database. 

 
Any other business 
The Meeting took note of the following upcoming meetings of relevance to the network:  

15 September 2020 SOM Platform 4-2020 

5-9 October 2020 
Online 

STATE & CONSERVATION 13-2020 

12-16 October 2020 
Online 

5th Workshop on RAP ML (WS on 12 October) 

13-16 October 2020  
Online 

13th Meeting of the Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic 
Sea Catchment area (PRESSURE 13-2020) 

12-14 October 2020 
Kaliningrad, Russia 

FanpLESStic-sea project meeting 

27-29 October 2020 
[Split, Croatia] 

Annual Meeting of the EU Technical Group on Marine Litter.  
(“the plan is to have the first 2 or 3 days for the TG ML meeting itself and 
accordingly 1 or 2 days of a technical back-to-back meeting.”) 

23-24 March 2021 
St. Petersburg, Russia 

XXI International Environmental Forum “Baltic Sea Day” with a dedicated 
session on marine litter and microplastics (see draft programme) 

 

  

https://helcom.fi/media/documents/Guidelines-for-monitoring-beach-litter.pdf
https://helcom.fi/media/documents/Guidelines-for-monitoring-beach-litter.pdf
mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
http://helcom.ru/media/Draft%20programme%20%20BSD2020%2018_12_2019(2).pdf
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Name Organisation Email address 
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Louise Feld Aarhus University feld@bios.au.dk  
Anna Rindorf DTU aqua ar@aqua.dtu.dk  
Marie Storr-Paulsen DTU aqua msp@aqua.dtu.dk  
Jakob Strand Aarhus University, Department of 

Bioscience 
jak@bios.au.dk 

Lone Munk Søderberg  Ministry of Environment and Food of 
Denmark 

lomu@mfvm.dk 

Finland 
Hanna Haaksi Keep the Archipelago Tidy, KAT hanna.haaksi@pssry.fi  
Outi Setala Finnish Environment Institute, SYKE outi.setala@ymparisto.fi  
Sanna Suikkanen Finnish Environment Institute, SYKE sanna.suikkanen@ymparisto.fi  
Germany 
Elke Fischer University of Hamburg  elke.fischer@uni-hamburg.de  
Dennis Gräwe State Agency for Environment, Nature 

Conservation and Geology, Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern (LUNG M-V) 

dennis.graewe@lung.mv-regierung.de 

Stefanie Werner Federal Environment Agency stefanie.werner@uba.de  
Sweden 
Åsa Andersson Swedish Environmental Protection Agency Asa.Andersson@Naturvardsverket.se 
Eva Blidberg Keep Sweden Tidy Eva.Blidberg@hsr.se 
Johanna Eriksson Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 

Management 
johanna.eriksson@havochvatten.se  

Lisa Bredahl Nerdal Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 
Management 

lisa.bredahlnerdal@havochvatten.se  

HELCOM Secretariat 
Marta Ruiz HELCOM Secretariat Marta.Ruiz@helcom.fi  

 

 

mailto:feld@bios.au.dk
mailto:ar@aqua.dtu.dk
mailto:msp@aqua.dtu.dk
mailto:jak@bios.au.dk
mailto:lomu@mfvm.dk
mailto:hanna.haaksi@pssry.fi
mailto:outi.setala@ymparisto.fi
mailto:elke.fischer@uni-hamburg.de
mailto:dennis.graewe@lung.mv-regierung.de
mailto:stefanie.werner@uba.de
mailto:johanna.eriksson@havochvatten.se
mailto:lisa.bredahlnerdal@havochvatten.se
mailto:Marta.Ruiz@helcom.fi

	Memo of the on-line meeting of the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter (27 August 2020)
	Outcomes of HELCOM meetings of relevance for the network
	PRESSURE 12-2020 (21-24 April 2020, online)

	HELCOM BSAP UP WS-HZ 2020 (24-25 August 2020, online)
	STATE & CONSERVATION 12-2020 (11-14 May 2020, online)
	EU TG Litter meeting (11-12 June 2020, online)

	HOD 58-2020 (9-10 June 2020, online)
	Input from the network to the upcoming meetings
	Any other business

	Annex 1 List of Participants

